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imagination of others. In certain countries,
like France and the United States, there is even a
class of politicians from which are recruited the
aspirants to the government. It is always the
same little nucleus which furnishes the masters;
the other members of society, often even the best
ones, turn aside with disgust from what they term
the wretched political caldron. There are people
who would give half their lives for a rare decoration
or a title of nobility. There are others who un-
dergo all sorts of humiliations in order to be able
to frequent what they call good society, composed
for the most part of idle and intellectually narrow
.people. The happiness of some consists in sitting
at the table of the Cassars, others find it in com-
panionship with the kings of the mind. Some
dream of the heights, mounted upon which they
will be seen by the greatest number of their
contemporaries; others of modest refuges and an
ideal forgetfulness.

Let us follow the endless scale of our dreams of
happiness, and we shall see their limitless varia-
tions.

V. The things around us remain immutable
in their essence. It is man who torments himself
and suffers by coveting them. If the objects of
our ardent desires had a soul, they would fill the